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(57) Abstract 

A body tissue graft for use in 
a patient includes a frame structure 
made of a first elastic material, a cov- 
ering of a second elastic material on 
the frame structure, the covering sub- 
stantially filling openings in the frame 
structure, and a connector connected 
to the frame structure. Projections 
are secured to the connector struc- 
ture. The projections facilitate attach- 
ment of the tubular graft in a patient 
by securing the graft to the body tis- 
sue with which the graft is employed. 
The connector selectively circumfer- 
entially expands and the projections 
selectively circumferentially expand. 
This may be done using an inflat- 
able balloon to circumferentially ex- 
pand the projections. A restraining 
member may be provided to restrain 
the projections in a cone shape so that 
an end of the graft may be used to 
open an aperture through a side wall 
of existing body organ tubing and a portion 
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of the projections may enter the aperture. 
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